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its portentous looking Mace-bearer, its solemn Black
Rod, and its ancient Sergeant-at-Arms with his
silken hose, knee-breeches, and (crowning anachro-
nism) his sword.

The   speech   sprang   from   conviction   and   was
grounded   in   common-sense.    It  was  followed   by
scathing denunciation of the sham and make-believe
of it all, the waste of time and money involved while
so much real work was waiting to be done.    Such
pomp and ceremony, such unreality, were out of
place while unemployment and destitution stalked
the  land   and   the   people   "drooped  and  died".
Alas, that after more than a quarter of a century
the work of the nation should be impeded still by
the   same   nonsensical   rigmarole;   that   unemploy-
ment and destitution should be more acute than
ever.    The following interview given shortly after
his first election in 1910 throws a further light on
father's feelings at the time:

ALL HUMBUG
THE SUSPICIONS OF MR, LANSBURY, M.P,

Mr. George Lansbury, the Socialist M.P. has been
interviewed by the Labour Leader on the subject of'the
House of Commons.

"Don't get it into your head that we are overworked
and overburdened/' Mr, Lansbury said. "The House of
Commons is the most delightful club in the world, and
everyone is nice and pleasant. Don't make any mistake
about it, the so-called upper classes know how to get the
soft side of you. But when they are so kind in the House